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Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda. Dr. Leonard then briefly reviewed new project proposals requested by the Board that were submitted since the last meeting.  
ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Robert Thevis, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

Kyle McCann then reviewed the LDAF December collections report and the YTD collections.  The current cash position as of January 20, 2016 and the assessment income projections for the 2015 crop were then presented (see attached).  The Board discussed the projections and agreed to use the soybean net assessment income estimate based on a $9.75 per bushel of $ 1,321,027 and the wheat and corn assessment income estimate of $ 323,823 in establishing available funds for the 2016 projects.  The sorghum pass back allocation from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program (USCP) for 2016 projects was $ 51,255.53.  Sorghum project allocations were made at the previous meeting.  The Board also reviewed the budget worksheet that would be completed by the funding decisions made at the meeting and discussed financial reserves for each fund type. 
Next Lanny Ashlock with the Mid-South Soybean Board (MSSB) provided a progress report on projects currently supported by MSSB.  He then reviewed the proposed project list for 2016 and the supported requested for each member state.  The request for 2016 for Louisiana was $77,355. 

ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve funding MSSB and the projects proposed for 2016 in the amount of $77,355 and to approve necessary contracts. 

Chairman Schexnayder then led a discussion on how to proceed with the consideration of projects and the consideration of any modifications to any continuing or new projects proposed.  The Board received the project proposals in November.  Dr. Leonard briefly reviewed the overall research request and answered questions regarding the projects submitted. The Board began by looking at the new project request
ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, to fund the new projects by Dodla for $16,000 and by Miller for $39,200. 
The Board then continued to consider and reviewed each of the new research project proposals submitted and discussed the details of the projects.  Funding levels for each project approved were established by common consent.  The continuing projects for both soybeans and grain were next considered with funding levels determined for each.  After all projects were reviewed and funding totals were determined, the final allocations for the LSU AgCenter were established at $ 1,746,519 in total for 2016 with soybean funding at $ 1,474,829 and wheat and corn at $ 222,419 and sorghum at $ 49,271. The attached 2016 project list contains the projects approved and funded for 2016-2017 with the LSU AgCenter. 
ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Carlos Polotzola, seconded and carried, to approve the LSU AgCenter project list for 2016 and contract with the LSU AgCenter providing funding in total of $ 1,746,519 with $1,474,829 for soybeans, $222,419 for wheat and corn and $49,271 for sorghum projects. 
The Board then considered the other research and promotional organizations’ funding. Board members briefly spoke on the activities of each organization. The Board also discussed the NCGA and the AMCOE work conducted by them.  The funding level for AMCOE of $85,000 was agreed to for 2016.  They next considered the USGC and recommended the funding remain the same at $20,000 for 2016.The Board then briefly discussed the annual request of the FFA Foundation. They recommended the same funding level from grain of $1,000 for 2016. The Budget worksheet was completed and reviewed after all projects and funding levels had been agreed upon (attached). 

ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Ryan Kirby, seconded and carried, to approve the funding levels, budget and all necessary contracts with the NCGA $85,000, USGC $20,000, FFA $1,000 and the USCP.
The Board then reviewed the process of reappointment of the Board.  The Board member terms are concurrent with the Governor’s term and therefore the Board is up for reappointment.  Following with the statuettes, organizations will be developing their nominations soon and will submit them to the Governor’s office.  The Board was also informed of the current law regarding term limits.  Members are essentially limited to 12 years and the law went into effect in 2008.  A member cannot serve more than 2.5 consecutive terms and be reappointed for the next term.  Members would have to be off the Board for at least 2 years to be eligible to serve again.  The Board also briefly discussed the future nominations to the United Soybean Board.  They discussed the continual outreach efforts being conducted and utilizing the get involved materials developed by USB.  Currently radio, press releases and electronic mailings were also being utilized in this effort and in trying to inform the public of the Board meetings.
Charles Cannatella provided an update on the United Soybean Board and the Commodity Classic meetings.  Chairman Schexnayder also commented on USB activities and efforts to get QSSB volunteers to participate.

The Board next agreed to meet at the LSU AgCenter’s Northeast field day in June.

Dr. Leonard thanked the Board for their support and input on the research conducted by the LSU AgCenter.
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.
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